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Date:  July 14, 2013 
Title:  The Believer and His Position in Christ 
Text:  1 John 2:12-14 
Theme: Those who confess Jesus as the INCARNATE CHRIST receive from Him 

forgiveness, family and victory.   
 
Introduction:  
 
Often when I read the Word of God I am arrested by the simplicity of what I read and the 
apparent mutation of its simplicity in the Christian life.  Our lives are often facades of biblical 
truth.  We live lives of lies, not because of non-conformity but because we simply fail to rest in 
what is true.  Our lies are gerbil generated works run on the spinning wheel of performance 
based acceptance before God.  It isn’t that we are bad people with deeply engrained hidden sin 
always afraid of being found out, but people who simply refuse to rest in His finished work. 
 
Our previous passage (1 John 2:3-11) speaks of “keeping commandments,” “abiding in Him,” 
“walking as He walked” and “loving our brothers and sisters in Christ.”  Yet we have been 
and continue to be forgiven, walk with God in the cool of the Garden and have overcome the 
evil one.  The first paragraph (2:3-11) is not the cause of the second paragraph (2:12-14).  It is 
because of WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE HAS DONE that we are FORGIVEN, KNOW AND 
OVERCOME.  What those people, the forgiven, know and overcome people, look like is seen 
in 2:3-11. 
 
When we find ourselves tired of keeping, abiding and walking, we should ask ourselves why.  
Why do I find my Christian life so unappealing?  Is it JESUS?  Or perhaps it is a wrong 
assessing of what constitutes the Christian life.  Life IS hard, but my faith in JESUS isn’t.  
Church life can be hard; relationships can be hard; but JESUS?  JESUS does not stand over us 
demanding.  He is not cracking the whip making us do what we loath so that He might be 
glorified through our duty.  His desire is that we would encounter this living Christ and from 
His life live our lives.  Friends, God invites us into His presence.  It is mystical and magical, 
AND it is real and sustaining.   
 
Friends, IN CHRIST we are FORGIVEN, we are INTIMATE WITH HIM and we are 
OVERCOMING EVIL.  These are our birthrights.  This is what we have IN HIM.  None of 
these benefits are the consequences of our keeping, abiding, walking or loving.  All of this 
AND MORE is because of WHO HE IS AND WHAT HE DID/DOES and WHO WE ARE IN 
HIM. 
 
It is here that John gives his audience an understanding of what they are to enjoy as true 
followers of Jesus Christ.  The truth expounded by John “indicate the true position of believers 
over against the false claims of the opponents of John.”1  Here John sets forth the forgiveness 
of sins, the knowledge of God, and victory over the powers of evil. 
 
Often the truth described by John is titled positional truth as opposed to practical truth.  In so 
doing a false dichotomy has been constructed in the minds of God’s people.  One is viewed as 
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being intangible and the other practical, one being abstract and the other actual, one being 
theory and the other pragmatic.  One is positional and the other conditional.   
 
Yet, if I am reading the New Testament correctly on this idea our positional truth is practical, 
actual and pragmatic.  Our positional truth is what gives my practice its foundation and 
stability.  Without positional truth there is no truth.  My practice is simply the shadow of the 
positional substance.  I have stated this often and let me repeat myself once more, “Position 
changes practice/condition; condition/practice can never change position.”  The flow from 
position to practice is one way.  This is the same difficulty with 2:1.  Positional truth is “sin 
not”, practical truth is “and when you sin.”  Yet, we are to practice our position.   
 
Pastor John uses three terms of endearment in the paragraph before us: little children, fathers 
and young men.  Is there any significance in the terms used?  Some see them as being three age 
categories found in any society.  Others see them as being different levels of spiritual maturity.  
I will present them as fundamental truths indicative of all true believers.  What is true of one is 
also true of the other two groups.  What is said of one group is true of the other two.   
 
For the purpose of thoroughness let us note the following four age groups. 
 
Teknia is used throughout 1 John (2:1, 12, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21) to identify his audience. It is a 
term of endearment.  It is intimate and pastoral.  Of the 13 verses using the word FATHER in 1 
John only 1 John 2:13, 14 uses it to refer to ‘earthly’ Fathers.  Like the word FATHER, Pastor 
John uses the word for ‘young men’ only twice in this Letter and it is in 1 John 2:13, 14.  The 
word for ‘little children’ in 1 John 2:13 is paidion and is only used twice in 1 John 2:13, 18.  
Pastor John could be using the various classes of individuals to identify various demographics 
within his church.   
 
Personally, I see the categories as representing the various age groups within his local 
assembly and not four levels of spiritual maturity.  Let us now hear what Pastor John says to 
the gathered church. 
 

• 12 I am writing to you, little children, because your sins have been forgiven you for His 

name's sake. 

– 13 I am writing to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the 

beginning.  

• I am writing to you, young men, because you have overcome the evil one.  

 

• I have written to you, children, because you know the Father. 

– 14 I have written to you, fathers, because you know Him who has been from the 

beginning.  

• I have written to you, young men, because you are strong, and the word of 

God abides in you, and you have overcome the evil one. 
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• 12 your sins have been forgiven [perfect] you for His name's sake. 

– 13 you know [perfect] Him who has been from the beginning.  

• you have overcome [perfect] the evil one.  
– you know [perfect] the Father. 

– you know [perfect] Him who has been from the beginning.  

• 14 you are strong [present], and the word of God abides [present] in you, and 

you have overcome [perfect] the evil one. 

 
Outline: 
 
I. The Confessors have their sins forgiven (v. 12) 
 
Two thoughts are expressed concerning our forgiveness. 

 
A. Our forgiveness is a past fact with present results (Perfect Passive Indicative) 

 
There was a point in time when our sins were forgiven.  “John is thinking of the conversion of 
his readers.”2  But this forgiveness reaches into the present.  It is a linear action.  We live in the 
result of that initial forgiveness.  The provision of Calvary is appropriated through childlike 
faith in its finished work.  The passive voice speaks of the fact that our forgiveness was done to 
us; we did not do anything to deserve it.   
 
Friend, our faith is not a work.  God designed us for such an expression.  Our faith in Him 
calls out from within our very DNA.  There is much talk about gnomic mapping.  There is 
something within us that will always elude our capacity for comprehension.  Unbelieving 
minds are always seeking answers to questions apart from God.  Our culture, like all cultures, 
seeks to answer present problems apart from God and in the answering of those questions 
apart from God we find ourselves in darkness that is ever increasing in its exposure and 
expression.  There is something woven into the very fabric of humanity that escapes gnomic 
mapping.  We were designed by God, we are sustained by God and we are for God.  We can 
mock and scoff and ridicule such thinking as primitive and unenlightened, but I will and I 
must cling to the only answer given to me by God in this text regardless as to how I think, act 
or feel. 
 
The word used for “forgiveness” is a very elastic word in its occurrences.  The idea behind it is 
abandonment, to leave behind, to forsake.  And in this regard God has dealt with our sin so 
there now exists a distance between it and us.   
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B. Our forgiveness is on account of Jesus Christ (“δια His Name”)  
 
The phrase “for His name’s sake” has a rich history and a very interesting meaning.  “God 
forgives sin not because of any merit in the sinner, but because of the infinite merit of the 
Savior.”3  “The forgiveness of believers rests on Christ merit and His atoning work, not on 
anything they may do or be in themselves.”4  Unfortunately, many of us still live as if we are 
trying to earn or merit God’s favor.  Somehow we have come to believe that if we simply work 
hard enough God will “forgive” us and we will be okay.  Fortunately, salvation is a one sided 
work.  God dispenses grace and I stand as an earthen vessel receiving the flow. 
 
“Names in Scripture are constantly given as marks of character possessed or of functions to be 
performed.  This is the case with all the divine names.”5 
 
For example – Matt. 1:21, 23 
 

• And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people from their 
sins. (Matt. 1:21) 

 

• Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, 
which being interpreted is, God with us. (Matt. 1:23) 

 

It begins in the Old Testament and reaches all the way through the New Testament.  Listen to 
the following passages. 
 

• For the LORD will not forsake his people for his great name's sake: because it hath pleased the LORD to 
make you his people. (1 Sam. 12:22) 

 

• For thou art my rock and my fortress; therefore for thy name's sake lead me, and guide me. (Ps. 31:3) 
 

• Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge away our sins, for 
thy name's sake. (Ps. 79:9) 

 

• for my name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not 
off. (Isa. 48:9) 

 

• And ye shall be hated of all men for my name's sake: but he that endureth to the end shall be saved. 
(Matt. 10:22) 

 

• And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, 
or lands, for my name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. (Matt. 19:29) 

 

• For I will shew him how great things he must suffer for my name's sake. (Acts 9:16) 
 

• Because that for his name's sake they went forth, taking nothing of the Gentiles. (2 John 7) 
 

• And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. (Rev. 2:3) 

 
By God calling His name into the equation, He is binding Himself by all that He is to be 
faithful to the promise.  God can never act contrary to His being.  God will never compromise 
Himself.  There is no fluctuation with God.  On account of His name our salvation has been 
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secured forever.  We right now stand forgiven in His Son before Our Father because He is 
faithful to do exactly what He says He would do if and when we call upon Him.  This 
forgiveness of sin does not depend on us but on Him.  It is not based on what we have done, 
but on what He did and does. 
 
Berkhof states the idea with these words:  “the pardon granted in justification applies to all 
sins, past, present, and future, and thus involves the removal of all guilt and of every 
penalty.”6  I like also how Grudem puts it: “God can never nor will ever take vengeance on us 
for past sins or make us pay the penalty that is due for them or punish us out of wrath and for the 
purpose of doing us harm.”7 
 
What Pastor John says of them is true of us.  Let us now consider the second idea Pastor John 
says concerning the Church of Jesus. 
 
II. The Confessors know the living and eternal Christ and the Father (vv. 13, 14) 
 
Again there are two thoughts being expressed concerning this knowledge. 
 

A. This knowledge is intimate and personal (γινοσκω) 
 
The word “know” is a large word and is descriptive of the physical intimacy between a 
husband and his wife (Matt. 1:25).  True believers know God in a personal and intimate 
fashion.  We do not know about God, we know God.  “Such knowledge is not merely factual; 
it is personal.  Christian knowledge is this type of knowledge that grows out of personal 
experience, and it in turn influences one’s life.  The Christian knows because the truth has been 
actualized in his life and is not mere theory.  In addition, such knowledge becomes so 
genuinely the possession of its recipient that it acts as a life-changing force.”8 
 
Notice how God is described as FATHER.  God is my Father.  Recently I noted how I saw 
myself as the elder brother in the story of the prodigal son.  A friend wrote to me the following 
words, “I do want to say one more thing. You needn't worry that you are the pharisaical older 
brother. God only has one kind of loser kid. Pick your bucket of slop out in the world or in the 
sloppy church. There is only one kind of child that God has to choose from - lost sorry suckers. 
All of us walking this tired old earth are the same. We either prove we are lost by spending 
our Father's inheritance on self, or we prove we are lost by not spending our Father's 
inheritance and thinking it says we are better than our wasteful younger brothers. Let's smash 
the mirrors we gaze into and head to Dad's house for the party. It's all paid for.”  What struck 
me by his statement and in this text is this, regardless of whether you are the younger or elder 
brother you are still a son.  What each son has in common is their own need of the Father.  
Although the text is pointed as it relates to the need, the real strength of the text is the action 
taken by the Father.  Two things I know are true.  First, I am a son in need, and the second 
truth I know is “I have a Father who loves me and welcomes me home no matter how far I 
wander from Him even when it would appear I’m right there in the same house.”  Do you 
know God as Father? 
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“Today more than ever we need to guard ourselves against self-deception.  We must make 
sure that our knowledge is personal and experiential rather than merely factual, theoretical, or 
speculative.”9  
 

B. This knowledge is a past fact with present results (Perfect Active Indicative) 
 
Like our forgiveness [perfect indicative] so also our knowledge [perfect indicative].  Yet unlike 
our forgiveness [passive voice] our knowledge is increasing [active].  Our knowledge of God 
began in time, but we continue in the increasing cultivation of that knowledge to this day.  
This is what “the renewing of your mind” means in Romans 12:2 and Ephesians 4:22-24.    We 
are to be increasing in our understanding of all He is through the systematic study of 
Scripture.  It is only as we learn of the old man that he is put off and it is only as we learn of 
the new man that he is put on.  As our knowledge of His Word and thus Him increases our 
love for Him increases. 
 
God is pursued through the systematic study of Scripture.   Scripture reveals to me the 
righteousness of Christ.  This is how the renewal process takes place.  
 

Five times within the New Testament the idea of renewal is brought out (ανακαινοσις and 

ανακαινοω). The process of renewal is by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5) in the arena of the mind 
(“inner man” 2 Cor. 4:16; Romans 12:2; Eph. 4:23) as knowledge of the Word increases and the 
old is put off with the new put on (Eph. 4:22-24; Col. 3:10).  The renewing process strengthens 
toward perseverance in the body of revealed truth (Isaiah 40:31; 41:1; Ps. 103:5). 
 

• For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man perish, yet the inward man is renewed day 
by day. (2 Cor. 4:16) 

 

• And be renewed in the spirit of your mind; (Eph. 4:23) 
 

• And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: 
(Col. 3:10) 

 

• And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may 
prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. (Rom. 12:2) 

 

• Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; (Titus 3:5) 

 
It is just like the information before us in Pastor John’s letter.  Do we honestly and truly know 
Pastor John’s message?  If so, do we live its truths?  This is Biblical Christianity.  This brings us 
to our third descriptive in this short paragraph. 
 
III. The Confessors have overcome the evil one (v. 13) 
 

A. Confessors are conquering warriors 
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“Throughout both Epistle and Gospel S. John regards eternal life as a prize already won by the 
believer (John 3:36; 5:24; 6:47,54; 17:3): the contest is not to gain, but to retain.  These three 
perfects, [forgiven, know, overcome], once more express the abiding result of past action.”10 
 
“The use of the perfect tense is arresting.  The victory has already been won, although there is 
still fighting to be done.  John is thinking of the victory over the evil one which takes place at 
conversion, a victory due to the power of Jesus who conquered Satan by his death and 
resurrection.  Here again, then, is something which should be true of all Christians.”11  
 
“Perfect active indicative of nikaô, a permanent victory after conflict. The masculine article ton 
shows that the prince of darkness is the one defeated in this struggle, the devil plain in 1Jo 3:8, 
10 (John 8:44; 13:2).”12 
 
Pastor John’s intent is to encourage his congregation by reminding them of what is true 
because of who Jesus is and what Jesus did/does.  Because of who He is and what He 
did/does we are forgiven, we know God and we are victorious.  Like my forgiveness and 
knowledge, victory is worked in me and through me to those around me.  Neither forgiveness, 
knowledge nor victory are abstract ideas.  Each is real and has “teeth.” 
 

We are νικαω!! We are overcomers.    Of the twenty-four times the verb νικαω is used in the 

NT only three times is it found outside of John’s writings.   Paul does use the noun νικος four 
times.  “It is common to conceive of the victorious life as the ideal toward which every 
Christian should strive.  However, John holds to a fuller concept of victory.  He speaks of it as 
an already accomplished fact rather than an ideal.  The child of God is not exhorted to be 
victorious; he is declared to be victorious by virtue of his faith in Christ as God’s Son.”13 
 
“The perfect-tense verb  does not mean that the battle is over for them but rather indicates that, 
having encountered the enemy and experienced victory, they now stand assured of the 
outcome.  Whatever conflict remains for them afterwards, is with a baffled and conquered 
enemy.”14 
 
We are conquerors in Christ!  This is the note of the New Testament.  It is one of triumph and 
victory.  Listen to the NT record. 
 

• These things I have spoken unto you, that in me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have 
tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world. (John 16:33) 

 

• Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us. (Rom. 8:37) 
 

• But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (1 Cor. 15:57) 
 

• Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the 
savour of his knowledge by us in every place. (2 Cor. 2:14) 

 

• Ye are of God, little children, and have overcome them: because greater is he that is in you, than he that is 
in the world. (1 John 4:4) 
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• For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the 
world, even our faith. (1 John 5:4) 

 

• Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of God? (1 John 5:5) 
 

• I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now 
live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. (Gal. 2:20) 

 

• 1 If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand 
of God. 2 Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth. 3 For ye are dead, and your life is 
hid with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in 
glory. (Col. 3:1-4) 

 
All true believers are overcomers!  We have allowed ourselves to believe the devil’s lie and 
thus live defeated lives.  We are victors!  Through my participation in the finished work of 
Christ I am now a victor over this world’s system, Satan and my old self. 
 
 B. Confessors fight a defeated foe 
 
Listen carefully to the following verses and tell me if you cannot hear the note of triumph 
(John 12:31; 16:11; Col. 2:15; Heb. 2:14; Rev. 12:9)? 
 

• Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. (John 12:31) 
 

• Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged. (John 16:11) 
 

• And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them openly, triumphing over them in 
it. (Col. 2:15) 

 

• Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took part of the 
same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; (Heb. 
2:14) 

 

• And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the 
whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. (Rev. 12:9) 

 
Satan has already been defeated at Calvary.  The Seed of the woman has crushed the head of 
the serpent.  We should treat him as such.  John uses three perfect tense verbs to describe what 
is true of all believers.  I would like us to now see John’s two present tense active voice verbs. 
 
IV. True believers are strong in the Lord (v. 14) 
 
The verbs “are strong” and “Word of God lives in you” are present active indicatives.  Pastor 
John brings his audience into the present.  “The use of ‘and’ coordinates the three 
characteristics of these young believers.  ‘And’ connects their strength with the fact that ‘the 
word of God abides in you’.  Strength is imparted as God’s Word ‘abides’ in them.  The Word 
dwelling in them was the true course of their abiding victory over the Devil.”15 
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“There are, then, two reasons why the author says the young men have overcome the evil one, 
but in fact the two are one.  They have overcome the evil one because they are strong, and they 
are strong because the word of God live s in them.”16 
 
“To the young men he adds ischuroi (strong) and the word of God abiding in them. That is 
what makes them powerful (ischuroi) and able to gain the victory over the evil one.”17 
 
The conjunctions used are not clear, but I would like to suggest two thoughts from the 
passage.  First, the reason as to why true believers are strong. 
 

A. The Reasons:  Because of the indwelling Word 
 
“In the Bible, to say the least of it, is treasured the best spiritual experience of sixty generation 
s of our race, and the young man who scoffs at that is ignorant and vain beyond all other folly.  
As safely might the mariner, crossing unknown waters, leave his chart upon the shelf and 
mock at the familiar beacons, as may the new voyager on the sea of life discard the word of 
God, or the men of the coming generation attempt to steer by other lights.”18 
 
“This possession is the secret of their strength and the source of their victory.  They conquer 
because they are strong, and they are strong because God’s word is ever in their hearts.”19 
“Strength is imparted as God’s Word ‘abideth’ in them, having been eagerly assimilated, and 
is now at home in their mind and will.”20  This is the idea of Colossians 3:16 as well as Paul’s 
prayer in Ephesians 3:17. 
 

• Let the word of Christ richly dwell [enoikeo] within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one 
another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 
(Col. 3:16) 

 

• so that Christ may dwell [katoikeo] in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and 
grounded in love, (Eph. 3:17) 

 

The text uses a present active indicative speaking of a habitual pattern.  New Testament 
Scholar Colin Kruse suggests the Word of God is the confession of Jesus as the INCARNATE 
CHRIST and Loving the local church.21  On a very practical level how might the Word live in 
our inner man?  Let me offer you two means. 
 

1. It lives by diligent effort (2 Tim. 2:15; Ezra 7:10) 
 
If we are going to have the Word remain in us we must work at putting it into our hearts and 
heads. 
 

2. It lives by daily use (Acts 17:11) 
 
The Bereans have always impressed me with their faithfulness to the Word of God.  None 
other than the apostle Paul preached, and yet they checked what he said against the Scripture.  
We must expose ourselves to the power of the Word. 
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Second, because believers have the indwelling Word within, it has the result of defeating the 
devil in spiritual warfare.  “It is the Word of God that keeps from the power of the enemy all 
the hours of the day.”22   
 

B. The Result:  they have overcome the evil one 
 
A regular study of the Word enables the believer to enter into the work of the gospel 
experientially.  It is in and through the Word of God I discover my forgiveness, my heavenly 
Father and my victory.  All of these are true BECAUSE OF Jesus. 
 
“The Word dwelling in them was the true source of their abiding victory over the Devil.”23  If 
our Lord stands as our pattern in spiritual warfare (Matt. 4), then we must counter the devil 
with the Word of God. 
 
It is because of our present standing in Christ that John can now make the strong statements 
found in verses 15-17. 
 
Shepherding the Sheep: (What’s the NEXT STEP?) 
1. Are you this day rejoicing in forgiven sin?  Rejoice in God’s forgiveness. 
2. Is your knowledge of the Father and Son intimate and personal?  Are you saturating 

yourself with the Word of God?  Are you reading your Bible, attending Bible study and 
Church? Are you strong in the Lord through a diligent and daily study of His Word?  Read 
your Bible, attend church, and place yourself in a position where you can hear God’s Word.   

3. Are you living today as an overcomer?  Do you believe what the Word says?  Your life 
should be marked by obedience in life and liberty to serve. 

4. Friend, if you have never embraced Christ, then you do not know the God of whom we 
speak.  You have not the forgiveness of God and are still in bondage to the devil.  What 
Pastor John speaks can be yours today if you are willing to throw yourself into the waiting 
arms of God. 

5. Friend, as true believers it is time we cast off this low life living and begin to reach for what 
is ours in Christ.  The devil has sold us a false bill of goods and it is time for us to claim our 
standing in Christ as Christians! 

 
I believe I. Howard Marshall hits the nail on the head with these concluding words. 
 

“It is good for Christians to be reminded in this way of their spiritual standing.  Too often we 
have to hedge such declarations with conditions: ‘We can be sure we know him – if we obey 
his command’ (2:3).  Of course this is necessary to avoid complacency and moral laxity.  But it 
is possible to make Christian salvation into a very precarious possession that needs to be re-
possessed every moment; such a faith lacks self-confidence.  It is good to remember that in the 
last analysis our salvation depends on the promise and power of God, so that we can boldly 
declare that we have peace with God and that we know whom we have believed.  John’s 
statements here are meant to awaken such confidence among his readers (cf. 5:13), but the 
importance of Christian assurance is one of the notes in this Epistle which has aroused 
surprisingly little echo among expositors.  Nor should we be reticent in expressing the joy that 
comes from this knowledge.”24 
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